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Round 7

Welcome to Round 7 of our Block of the Month Club!

Round 7 will run April - December 2025, with new patterns dropping
on the first of the month at Noon Central in the BOTM Facebook
group and to the BOTM website.

This Round, we are changing things up by following a row format,
instead of square blocks.

We anticipate the final quilt measuring 48" wide x 52" long. There will
be a total of 9 rows, 4 of the rows will be 8" in height, and 5 rows will
be 4" in height. Of course, you are welcome to add extra rows, or
make them wider/shorter than the pattern size, or switch them around
as desired to best fit your creativity!

Rows in Round 7 are inspired by both the natural world and
interesting details in some of our NQM Collection quilts.



#NQMblockofthemonth

NOVEMBER 2025

Round 7 Designer

Follow Becky Online!

Instagram:
@bumblybzs

Becky Glasby is a self-taught quilter
who turned her love of quilting from
a personal hobby into a professional
career at the National Quilt
Museum.

At NQM Becky works to inspire the
next generation of quilters and
promote the art of quilting through:
youth & adult tours, hands-on
programs, community
collaborations, Summer Quilt
Camps for kids, the Block of the
Month Club program, and
coordinating the annual School
Block Challenge.

Becky had a solo exhibition of her
quilts at The National Quilt Museum,
and has exhibited several quilts in
shows across the country.


https://www.instagram.com/bumblybzs/?hl=en
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Autumnal Copse

That brilliant sparkle of bright yellow against a blue sky, the bold red
against greener trees, or the glow of orange leaves in a street light. All
are a delight to see as the leaves change colors in the Fall and add some
magic to our daily lives.

This row features four different tree designs, which you can make as
directed, or pick and choose to create your own little copse of autumnal
trees. There are many interpretations of trees in quilting and in the NQM
Collection so this was a perfect blend of the season and quilt-spiration!
Tree #4 is specifically inspired by Designer Christmas Trees from the
Collection.

Designer Christmas Trees
by Adrien Rothschild, 1990
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Materials

« Marking tool
« Iron

FABRIC
« % yard - Background

« 1.5" x 18" strip - Tree Trunk Fabric - dark blue

 Assorted fabrics for the trees - approx. 8" squares of each
o Tree #1 - 2 different pinks
o Tree #2 - 3 different oranges
o Trees #3A & 3B - 2 purples
o Tree #4 - 3 greens & 1 blue

Cutting instructions for each Tree are placed in the pattern before
their specific instructions. Find them on Pages 6 -9 -16 - 21 and
Page 30 (for the background pieces for row assembly).
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Cutting

Tree #1 - Flying Geese Tree
- 1-3.5"x6.5" from tree fabric - bottom of tree
2 - 3.5" squares, background

1-2.5"x4.5" from tree fabric - top of tree
2 - 2.5" squares, background
2 -2.5" x1.5", background -side spacers

1-2.5"x1.5" trunk
2 -2.5"x 3.25", background -side pieces for trunk

1-1.5" x6.5", background, top spacer bar



#NQMblockofthemonth NOVEMBER 2025

Directions -Tree #1

1. Take both the 3.5" squares and the 2.5" squares and mark a diagonal
line on the back of the fabric. This can be done with a marking pen/tool,
or by pressing the square in half with the iron to form a crease.

2. Place 1- 3.5" square right sides together onto the 3.5" x 6.5" tree fabric
and pin in place. Stitch directly on the line/crease. Trim away excess
fabric, leaving a 1/4" seam allowance from the stitch line. Press.

Repeat this process with 1- 2.5" square on the 2.5" x 4.5" tree fabric.

3. Take the remaining 3.5" square and place on the opposite side of the
3.5" x 6.5" tree piece. Stitch directly on the line. Trim away excess fabric,
leaving a 1/4" seam allowance from the stitch line. Press.

Repeat with the remaining 2.5" square on the 2.5" x 4.5" tree fabric.
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Directions -Tree #1

4. Lay out all the pieces for the tree block as shown below.

5. Sew the bottom row together, the 2.5" x 3.25" background pieces on
either side of the trunk piece. Press.

Then sew the 2.5" x 1.5" background side spacers on either side of the

smaller (2.5" x 4.5") tree top unit. Press.

6. Now, stitch the rows together, pressing seams carefully to complete
the Tree #1 block. Trim to measure 6.5" x 8.5" and set aside.
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Cutting

Tree #2 - Improv Flying Geese Tree
« 1-2.75"x5", tree fabric - top of tree
2 - 3.5" squares, background

1-2.75" x 5", tree fabric - middle of tree
2 - 3.5" squares, background

1-2.75" x 5", tree fabric - bottom of tree
2 - 3.5" squares, background

1-1"x 3", trunk
2 - 3" x 3", background - sides of trunk
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Directions -Tree #2

This tree is an improv version of tree #1, using gentle, free-cut curves.

7. We'll start with the tree top. Take one of the 3.5" background squares
and place it right sides up on the table. Next, press the 2.75" x 5" tree
fabric in half to create a center line for reference (shown as black line).
Place this piece right side UP, on top of the background square, with the
center line overlapping with the background square.

8. Cut a gentle curve/slope through both pieces of fabric. Start from the
lower right, and slope towards the center line mark. You can cut up to
that mark, but don’t cut past where there is background fabric. Carefully
discard the extra fabric.

9. Flip the background piece right sides together with the tree fabric, and
pin the middles if desired to keep it in place before sewing.

/

10
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Directions -Tree #2

10. Keep the tree fabric on the bottom when setting in the machine.
Gently align the starting edges to be able to sew a 1/4" seam. As you sew,
continue to align the edges for an even seam. The edges only need to be
aligned as they go under the needle, so don’t pull or stretch the whole
piece too hard at the start.

This may mean holding the top and bottom pieces separately and
stopping frequently to keep them aligned as they go under the needle.

You may find that you have to equally manipulate both pieces (gently
pulling the top piece and pushing back the bottom piece) to keep them
aligned, make sure you do so gently so the pieces aren’t stretched too
far and become wavy.

11
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Directions -Tree #2

11. Once stitched, press this seam towards the background.

12. Place the other 3.5" square right side UP underneath this piece, on
the left side. Make sure the edge of the background square overlaps with
the top seam edge (see arrow) from the previous step.

13. Now to cut the left side curve/slope. Start at the top center and cut
through the previous seam towards the lower left, making sure to go
through both layers of fabric. This will make the top point of the improv
flying goose shape. Discard extra fabric.

12
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Directions -Tree #2

14. Keep the tree fabric on the bottom when setting in the machine. As
before, gently align the edges as they go under the needle to keep a 1/4"
seam. Then press this seam towards the background, and set unit aside.

15. Repeat Steps 7 -14 with the remaining 2.75" x 5" tree pieces, for the
middle and bottom layers.

13
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Directions -Tree #2

16. Trim the improv goose units to measure 2.5" in height (from bottom
of goose to top point). Start by measuring 1/4" from the top point of the
goose, this is for the seam allowance, and trim away excess as shown on
left image.

Then flip the unit around and align the top point edge with the 2.5" line
as shown on the right, and trim away any excess.

17. Leave the short ends untrimmed for now.

14
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Directions -Tree #2

18. Lay out the three pieces of the tree: top, middle, bottom. This tree
will trim to 5.5" wide, so there may be some wiggle room to adjust the
pieces left to right and create an improv stack. Once satisfied, stitch
them together, pressing the seams open.

19. Assemble the trunk and background pieces into a row. Align with the
tree tops and sew the units together. Leave 1/4" from the top point to
the cut edge for seam allowance, and trim to 5.5" x 8.5" - you’ll probably
trim away some of the trunk. Set block aside.

15
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Cutting

Tree #3A - Triangular tree
« 1-45"x6", tree fabric
« 2-4"x10" strips, background

e 1-1"x3", trunk
« 2-3"x3.5", background - sides of trunk

Tree #3B - Triangular tree, Shorter variation
e 1-45"x55" tree fabric
« 2-4.5"x12" strips, background

e 1-1"x2", trunk
« 2-2"x3.5", background - sides of trunk

16
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Directions - Tree #3A

A simplified tree shape. Change the starting triangle to create different
Sizes of trees.

20. Take the 4.5" x 6" tree piece, and mark the center of the 4.5" side at
the top edge. Center marked with the pin.

21. Align the ruler from the center of the top edge to the bottom right
corner and cut. Repeat on the left side, aligning from center of the top
edge to the bottom left and cut.

17
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Directions -Tree #3A

22. Stitch one of the 4" x 10" background strips to the right side of the
tree triangle. Press towards the background. Re-align the ruler along the
left side angle and trim away any excess background fabric.

23. Stitch the remaining 4"x 10" background strip to the left side and
press towards the background.

Align the ruler along the bottom edge of the tree and trim this edge
straight.

18
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Directions -Tree #3A

24. Assemble the row containing the trunk and 3" x 3.5" background side
pieces. Press. Stitch this row to the bottom of the tree unit, placing the
trunk in the center, or slightly off-center as desired. Press.

25. This tree will measure 6" x 8.5" so there should be enough room to
center the ruler as desired to trim the block. Maybe you shorten the

trunk to leave more room at the top, or set the tree to one side of the
block. Once trimmed, set aside.

19
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Directions -Tree #3B

26. Create a second tree, following Steps 20 - 25. Use the cutting

instructions for Tree #3B to make a shorter, fatter tree. Trim this tree to
measure 5.25" x 8.5" and set aside.

To make your own tree variation, start with a different tree triangle size.
You’ll need to adjust the background strips wider or longer to end up
with a block that is wider in size then the options given here.

20
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Cutting

Tree #4 - Designer Tree
- 1-3.5"x2.5" green, for center of tree
1-3.5"x1.5" blue

2 -1.5"x4.5" green 2, first round tree branch
2 -1.5" x 2" background
1-2.5"x 3" blue

2 -1.5" x 5.5" green 3, second round/outermost tree branch
2 -1.5" x 3.5" background
1-2.5"x 3" blue

2 -4" x 10" background

1-2"x 1" trunk
2 - 2" x 4" background, sides of trunk

21
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Directions -Tree #4

27. Stitch together the 3.5" x 2.5" green piece with the 3.5" x 1.5" blue
piece and press. With the blue on top, mark the center of the top edge
with a marking tool or by pressing in half and making a crease.

28. To make the starting triangle center of the tree, align the ruler from
the center of the top edge to the bottom right corner and cut. Repeat on
the opposite side with the ruler aligned from the center of the top edge
to the bottom left corner and cut.

29. Stitch together one 1.5" x 4.5” green 2 piece with one 1.5" x 2"
background along the short edge. Repeat to have two tree branch strips.

22
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Directions -Tree #4

30. Measure 1/2" from the bottom of the center triangle and mark the
left and right edge. This mark is where the seam of the 1.5" strip from the
previous step should be placed.

Stitch this strip to the left side of the center triangle and press. Repeat
with the second strip on the right side of the unit, matching the seam to
the 1/2" mark.

31. Use the ruler and trim the bottom of the unit even to the bottom of
the center triangle.

Leaving a 1/4" for seam allowance from the point of the blue triangle to
the edge of the ruler, trim the top of the triangle unit even.

23
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Directions -Tree #4

32. Attach the 2.5" x 3" blue piece to the top of the unit along the 3" side.

2.5"
3"

33. Fold the unit in half, matching the sides of the triangle evenly, and
then mark the center of the unit on the top edge of the blue piece.

34. Align the ruler from the center mark on the top edge to the bottom

right corner and cut. Repeat on the left side, aligning the ruler from the
center of the top edge to the bottom left corner and cut. There should

be very minimal trimming of the green fabric strip edge.

24
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Directions -Tree #4

35. Stitch together a1.5" x 5.5.” green 3 piece with a 1.5" x 3.5"
background along the short edge. Repeat to have two sets of strips.

36. Place the 1/2" mark of the ruler directly on the seam of the tree
branch strip in the unit. Adjust the new strip so that the seam between
the green and background is 1/2" higher.

Place these right sides together, pin in place and stitch together. Press
the seam towards the tree branch strip.

Repeat this process on the opposite side of the unit to add the
remaining tree branch strip.

25
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Directions -Tree #4

37. Use the ruler and trim the bottom of the unit even to the bottom of
the center triangle.

Leaving a 1/4" for seam allowance from the point of the blue triangle to
the edge of the ruler, trim the top of the triangle unit even.

38. Attach the 2.5" x 3" blue piece to the top of the unit along the 3" side.

2.5"
3"

39. Fold the unit in half and mark the center of the top edge on the blue
piece. Be sure to match up the triangle edges evenly, as the blue piece may
not match exactly when folded.

26
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Directions -Tree #4

40. Align the ruler from the center of the top edge to the bottom right
corner and cut. Repeat on the left side, aligning the ruler from the center
of the top edge to the bottom left corner and cut. There should be very
minimal trimming of the green fabric strip edge.

41. Take the 4" x 10" background strips and add them to both sides of
the triangle, press towards the background fabric.

27
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Directions -Tree #4

42. Trim the bottom edge even as needed.

43. Assemble the trunk and 2" x 4" background pieces into a row and
press.

44. Attach this row to the bottom of the tree unit and press.

28
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Directions -Tree #4

45. Trim the block to be 8" x 8.5" in size. Use the ruler to check
measurements on all sides before trimming. Leave at least 1/4" from the
tip of the blue point to the ruler for seam allowance.

29
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Directions -Row Assembly

Now that all the trees are done it’s time to assemble them into the row!

Cutting

Background Spacer pieces, from L-R in the row
. 6"x8.5"

3.5" x 8.5"

3.75" x 8.5"

3.5" x 8.5"

45" x 8.5"

46. Order of trees as shown, Tree #1 -Trees #3A & 3B -Tree #4 -Tree #2.
Place yours as desired to create a fun Autumnal Copse of trees!

[ Finished? \

‘\ Fantastic! /'

\""4, 6‘/

\\)
N Legores?”
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