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Here at The National Quilt Museum we have quilts made in a variety of designs, sizes and 
materials. The inspiration for many of these quilts comes from a variety of places as well: 
nature, science, personal experience, etc. Throughout the building there are nine stained glass 
windows with quilt designs that were adapted from actual quilts. Three of these original quilts 
are part of the museum’s collection. The windows were commissioned, with permission from 
each quiltmaker, by museum founders Bill & Meredith Schroeder. 

Each stained glass window is a prime example of art inspiring art and this month we explore 
this concept one step further using reverse appliqué. Several of the windows feature floral 
elements, which are the basis for this design. We’ll cut away the top layer of fabric to reveal 
what’s underneath so the final design shines through the layers. 

Inspiration
Tossing Pebbles in the Lily Pond
by Dottie Deuser

Basket of Flowers  
by Marzenna Krol
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Glass artist Jack Wallis of Murray, KY 
designed and handcrafted the windows in 
1986-87. They were installed in the museum 
lobby, conference room, and CEO's office 
prior to the opening of the museum in April 
1991. Because these areas are flooded with 
light, it prohibits having any textile quilts 
in this space. However, the stained glass 
windows share the artistry of quilting with 
viewers inside and outside the building, 
during both day and night.

Stained Glass Artist: Jack Wallis

Find Jack Online:

Website: http://www.jackwallisdoors.com

Sunset Kites 
by Carol Wadley
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Sample Block: Refracted Daisy

Fabric
•	 1 - 10 ½” square of black/dark fabric
•	 1 - 10 ½” square of print fabric for design 

(ex. Hand-dyed, multicolor, or batik print)

Supplies
•	 Needle & thread, small sharp scissors, 

removable marking pen

Sample by Becky Glasby
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Preparation
1.	 Print out design template on page 9. 

 

2.	 Use a window or light box to transfer the 
design template shapes to the Right Side of 
the black fabric with the removable marking 
pen (Photo 1). 
 

3.	 Carefully snip a slit in the center of each 
shape with sharp scissors. Then cut out the 
inside of the shape, leaving a ¼” of fabric 
inside the drawn line (Photo 2). 
 

4.	 Layer the black fabric on top of the print 
fabric square. Both fabrics should be Right 
Sides up (Photo 3). 
 

5.	 Baste the two squares together with needle 
and thread around the edges of the square. 
Add a few basting stitches in the space 
between the design elements for extra 
stability (Photo 4).

Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3

Photo 4
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Assembly
1.	 Match your thread to the black/dark 

fabric on top. 
 

2.	 Starting with the flower petals, snip the 
seam allowance, almost to the drawn 
line at the corner point (Photo 5).  
Snip seam allowance around the curved 
end as well. This allows you to turn the 
seam allowance under smoothly 
(Photo 6). 
 

3.	 Turn the seam underneath itself on one 
side, all the way to the drawn line with 
your needle. Bring your needle up from 
the back through the edge of the black 
fabric in the middle of the side (Photo 7).  
Use a slip stitch as you continue to 
turn the seam allowance under and 
sew around the petal (Photo 8). When 
complete, tie off your thread on the 
back. 
 

4.	 Repeat Steps 2 & 3 for each petal. 

Photo 5

Photo 6

Photo 7

Photo 8
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Assembly
Photo 9

Photo 10

Photo 11

5.	 For the center circle of the flower, snip the 
seam allowance all the way around the 
shape. Turn the seam underneath itself 
with the needle and stitch along the edge to 
secure (Photos 9 and 10). 
 

6.	 For each leaf, snip the seam allowance 
almost to the drawn line at each corner 
point. 
 
 

7.	 Turn the seam underneath itself with your 
needle to the drawn line, and stitch around 
the shape. 
 

8.	 Repeat Steps 6 & 7 for each leaf (Photo 11). 
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Assembly 

Finished? 
Fabulous!

Photo 12

9.	 Once all shapes are stitched, carefully remove 
any pen marks that may still be visible. 

10.	 Remove basting stitches (Photo 12).
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Design Template
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Finished? Fantastic!

I finished Round Two!
 April 2019–March 2020

You’re invited to the debut and unveiling of Rita’s Quilt on 
Saturday March 7th at 1 pm. View the finished quilt, hear from 
Shannon Downey (@badasscrossstitch), and meet some of the 
stitchers responsible for this work of art. Can’t make the event? 
Visit the museum through May 17 to see Rita’s Quilt in person!

•	 See More quiltmuseum.org/Ritas-Quilt/

We’re getting ready for another round of awesome blocks! Round 
3 will be a shorter cycle, starting May 1st, and running through 
October 2020. Blocks will be inspired by exhibits at the museum 
and you can view our upcoming schedule online.

•	•	 Stay Tuned Stay Tuned   quiltmuseum.org/exhibits

As we wrap-up Round 2, we look forward to seeing your finished 
quilts! In mid-March, registration opens to submit your finished 
(quilted & bound) quilt for a custom Round 2 label. Quilts 
finished by June 30, 2020 are also eligible to be considered for 
exhibition in the museum Fall 2020.

•	 Register  quiltmuseum.org/BlockofTheMonth

National Quilting Day is Saturday, March 21st. In partnership 
with the Quilt Alliance, we will host a kick-off event at 10 am in the 
museum gallery, followed by demos and a quilting activity. You 
can watch this live stream via the museum’s Facebook page. Share 
how you’re celebrating all day with the tag: #NationalQuiltingDay

•	 Celebrate National-Quilting-Day.org

•	 Watch Live facebook.com/NationalQuiltMuseum

Rita's Quilt

Wrap Up

Round 3

Event

National Quilt Museum Updates


