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Quilting is an art form for people around 
the world, of all backgrounds and 
interests, and includes a wide variety 
of styles and techniques. This month 
our inspiration comes from quilts in our 
collection made by male artists. Whether 
they were drawn in by the artistic 
expression, the creative community, or 
the flexibility of using textiles, these 
quilters have found their own voice in 
creating quilt art.

From miniature masterpieces by George 
Siciliano, to re-purposing orphan 
blocks like Paul Pilgrim, or abstract 
improvisation like David Walker or 
Michael James; we hope to inspire each 
quilter in their own artistic journey.

Inspiration
Aletsch by Michael James

Butterfly Fandango
by Scott Murkin
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Nicholas Ball

Nicholas Ball is a fabric addict from Cardiff, 
South Wales.  After graduating from art 
school in 2006, it would be some six years 
before the quilting bug bit.  With a passion 
for improv quilting, Nicholas' aesthetic is an 
organic one, preferring to sew without the 
use of patterns or templates.  He takes a lot 
of inspiration from the natural world and 
his Vegetable Patch quilts showcase his love 
for liberated sewing. 

He has taught improv quilting both 
nationally and internationally, contributed 
to the leading UK quilting magazines, 
and was a co-presenter of the QNNTV 
show "Quilt Monkey," alongside fellow 
UK quilter Katy Jones. His debut book 
Inspiring Improv was published in April 
2019 by Lucky Spool.  His coordinating 
Aurifil thread collection of the same name 
followed a few months later, and is now 
available.

Quilter: Nicholas Ball

Find Nicholas Online:

Instagram: @quiltsfromtheattic

http://instagram.com/quiltsfromtheattic
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Sample Block: Fractured

•	 Size 10.5" x 10.5" (finishes 10" x 10")
•	 Supplies: scissors, rotary cutter and 

mat, ruler, pins

sample by Nicholas Ball

Required fabric:
•	 14” square of background fabric
•	 1-2 WOF strips, approximately ¾” wide  

of insert fabric
•	 Scraps of contrasting fabrics
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Assembly

1.  Using the photograph of my block as a 
guide, use a rotary cutter to make several 
cuts through the background square. Begin 
by cutting from one edge to the other 
(Photo 2). 

2.  Then sub-cut these sections. Aim to make 
about 5 – 8 cuts, adding variation (Photo 3).

This block is a great showcase for the 
insert technique. Fabric choice can make 
all the difference. A strong, striking 
design can be achieved by using a limited 
fabric pull and the same background 
fabric throughout. Alternatively, go 
scrappy and use an eclectic mix of prints 
and solids. Fussy cutting can be used to 
showcase favourite prints when switching 
out some of the background pieces.

Photo 3

Photo 2

Photo 1
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Assembly
3.  To add a contrast piece, remove a 

background section and use it as a template 
to cut a new piece from the contrasting 
fabric (Photo 4). Add the new piece in place 
of the original (Photos 5-6).

Photo 4

Photo 5

Photo 6
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Assembly
4.  From the insert fabric, cut strips a little 

longer than the cuts made in in Step 1. 
Allow an overhang of approximately ¼” at 
each end (Photo 7).

5.  Sew the insert strips to the background 
pieces, beginning with the smallest inserts 
lengths first, to rebuild the block. Press after 
each addition (Photo 8). 

Photo 7

Photo 8

Photo 9

As you sew the inserts and the background 
pieces together, you may need to trim some 
of the overhanging edges straight before 
stitching.
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Assembly
6.   Press the block well and trim to 

10 ½” x 10 ½” (Photo 10).Photo 10

Finished? 
Fantastic!
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New to the Corner Gallery is Jane Dunnewold’s “Inspired by the 
Masters” exhibit. Jane’s goal is to honor the master artists (such as 
Matisse) as well as the makers of the hand-stitched embroideries 
she incorporates into her work. Visit this exhibit through January 
7, 2020.

•	 Be inspired quiltmuseum.org/visit/current-exhibits/

Shannon Downey discovered the pieces of a quilting project at 
an estate sale, and knew she had to finish what 99-year-old Rita 
had started. With the help of volunteers around the country, 
#RitasQuilt is on its way to being completed, and will debut 
March 7, 2020 here at the museum!

•     Follow #RitasQuilt •     Follow #RitasQuilt on  Instagram and Twitter

Looking for a way to give back from the comfort of your home? 
Choose the National Quilt Museum as your 501c3 charity at 
AmazonSmile! It’s a stress-free way to support your favorite 
charity year-round at no additional cost to you. Amazon donates 
a portion of the purchase price to the designated organization 
every time you shop.

•	•	   Shop now  smile.amazon.com

Be a part of our year-end campaign and support quilting. Any 
donation made to the museum between Dec. 1, 2019 – Jan. 31, 
2020 will generously be matched by Mark Dunn of Moda Fabrics. 
We’re primarily funded by quilters like you and your donation 
helps us continue to bring quilting to new audiences.

•	 Support NQM quiltmuseum.org/matching

Exhibit

Shop

#RitasQuilt

Matching

National Quilt Museum Updates

http://quiltmuseum.org/visit/current-exhibits/
http://smile.amazon.com
http://quiltmuseum.org/matching
https://www.instagram.com/badasscrossstitch
https://twitter.com/ShannonDowney

