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Spheres 
inspired by Freehand Patchwork by Danny Amazonas 
at the National Quilt Museum

Quilt: Levitate by Danny Amazonas

QuiltMuseum.org/BlockOfTheMonth
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Freehand Patchwork by Danny Amazonas is on exhibit at the National Quilt Museum 
from July 12 – October 15.

“I realized working with fabric is far more complicated than painting technique-wise. 
A fiber artist won’t be able to mix colors in a palette, but can collect an array of colors 
and shades of fabric in order to create a unique piece of art with a full spectrum of 
colors. I love to cut fabric in large chunks to show the beauty of textile designs, and those 
designers should be praised and credited as well. Every piece of my artwork is machine 
sewn with invisible thread free-motion stitches.”

Danny’s use of color and value creates visual depth and movement in each quilt. This 
month’s Block of the Month pattern incorporates many of these elements so you can 
experiment with color, large-scale prints, and dimension.

Inspiration
Levitate by Danny Amazonas
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Danny Amazonas
“I was born in Taiwan and always loved �art in 
all forms. As a jack-of-all-trades I tried painting, 
sculpture, making gold jewelry, professional floral 
design, and even got into international cuisine! In 
the early ‘80s, I was working with mosaic art using 
various materials.

When I returned home to Taiwan in the ’90s, I 
discovered the world of colorful fabrics and the art 
of quilting. I perceived quilting as the art of sewing 
pieces of fabric together to create a beautiful design. 

My work eventually evolved from mosaic patterns 
into free-form. In 2012, I developed my own 
unprecedented technique: ‘freehand patchwork.’ 
This unorthodox technique is like painting with 
colorful fabric using just �a rotary cutter, overlapping 
layers of fused fabric, and exposing the raw edges.”

Danny’s work has been exhibted around the world, 
such as at the Quilt Time Festival in Japan and at the 
Texas Quilt Museum.

Quilter: Danny Amazonas

Find Danny Online:

Website: quiltportrait.com

Facebook: 
dannyamazonasofficial

Instagram: 
dannyamazonasofficial

http://www.quiltportrait.com/
https://www.facebook.com/dannyamazonasofficial/
https://www.instagram.com/dannyamazonasofficial/
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Sample Block: Spheres

•	 Size 10.5" x 10.5" (finishes 10" x 10")
•	 Supplies: fabric marker, scissors, 

invisible/monofilament thread,  
embroidery thread

sample by Becky Glasby

Required fabric:
•	 Muslin or light-colored solid fabric for 

backing circles, two pieces cut to ~8"x8"
•	 Assorted darks for background
•	 Assorted fabrics in two color families
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Background

1.	 Select several dark colored fabrics (photo 
1). Scraps are great! You will use these to 
improv-piece the background. 

2.	 Join two pieces of a similar size right-sides-
together (RST) with a 1/4" seam (photo 2). 
Press.

3.	 Trim an angled straight edge and join a 
third piece of fabric RST with a 1/4" seam 
(photo 3). You can sew several pieces 
together to make a unit long enough to 
attach to the side. Press.

4.	 You can alternately sew along the diagonal 
edge first and then trim excess fabric from 
the seam allowance (photo 4).

Photo 1 Photo 2

Photo 3

Photo 4
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Photo 7

Photo 6

5.	 Repeat steps 2 and 3 to build several 
patchwork units (photo 5).

6.	 Continue joining units together 
(photo 6).

7.	 Rough patchwork should measure at 
least 11"x11" (photo 7).

8.	 Using a square ruler, trim the 
background to 10.5"x10.5" (photo 8).

	 ALTERNATE METHOD: You can cut 
a single 10.5"x10.5" piece of fabric for 
the background.

Background
Photo 5

Photo 8
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Large Sphere
1.	 Using a fabric marker, trace the larger 

circle template from page 12 in the 
center of the muslin (photo 1).

2.	 Repeat Step 1 with the second piece 
of muslin, tracing the smaller circle 
template. Set aside for use with the 
Small Sphere in Step 11.

3.	 Select an assortment of 8–10 warm 
colored fabrics that achieve a gradient 
value from dark to light (photo 2).

	 CHALLENGE: Try to incorporate 
a large-scale print into your fabric 
selection... you’ll find lots of these in 
Danny’s work.

4.	 Gather scraps or if using yardage, cut 
one 4"x6" piece of each fabric. Using a 
rotary cutter, free-form cut the fabric 
into mosaic pieces (photo 3).

	 TIP: You don’t need a ruler to free-form 
cut, embrace the natural shapes!

Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3
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Large Sphere
5.	 Starting with the lighter value fabrics 

randomly lay mosiac pieces in place. 
Be sure to overlap pieces and the edges 
of the circle (photo 4).

6.	 Continue layering mosiac pieces from 
light to dark to cover the entire circle. 
(photo 5). 

	 TIP: Using a cell phone, switch the 
camera to black-and-white mode to help 
see the transition in value (photo 6).

Photo 6

Photo 4

Photo 5

Color value refers to 
the lightness or darkness 

of the hue.

Placing similar color values in 
arcs instead of straight lines 

will help define a 3-D 
sphere. This helps create 

dimension and depth 
in your design. 
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Large Sphere
7.	 Carefully move your assembly to the 

sewing machine. Using a zig-zag stitch 
and invisible thread stitch like crazy!  
You can randomly stitch through the 
entire design, in addition to following 
along the raw edges of each piece 
(photo 7).

	 TIP: Work slowly at first through the 
middle a few times to avoid puckering 
before focusing on individual edges.

8.	 Check that all pieces are secure (it’s 
hard to see your stitches when using 
invisible thread). Flip the piece over 
and use fabric scissors to carefully trim 
along the drawn line from the back side 
(photos 8 and 9).

Photo 7

Photo 8

Photo 9

TIP: If you don’t have 
invisible thread, use a 
higher weight (thinner) 
thread that closely matches 
the color of your sphere. 
Use a neutral thread in 
your bobbin.
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Small Sphere
9.	 Select a range of 6–8 fabrics from a 

second color family to achieve a light- 
to-dark gradient effect (photo 10).

10.	Gather scraps or if using yardage, cut 
one 4"x6" piece of each fabric. Using a 
rotary cutter, free-form cut the fabric 
into mosaic pieces (photo 11).

11.	Repeat Steps 5 & 6 to assemble mosaic 
pieces onto the second piece of muslin 
created in Step 2. 

12.	Once entire circle is covered, repeat 
Step 7 for stitching (photo 12).

13.	Flip the piece over and use fabric 
scissors to carefully trim along the 
drawn line from the back side (photo 13).

Photo 10

Photo 11

Photo 12 Photo 13
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Assembly
1.	 Pin large circle to the background. 

Using invisible thread, zig-zag stitch 
around large circle (photo 1).

	 TIP: Consider your light source: align 
the lighter edge of each circle in the 
same direction.

2.	 Overlap the small circle onto the large 
circle and pin in place. This helps create  
an illusion of depth (photo 2). Stitch 
around the edges like in Step 1.

3.	 Embroider your signature or initials 
onto the block. Most of Danny’s quilts 
are signed like this — sometimes more 
than once! 

	 TIP: Use a removable marking pen to 
sign your name first, and then stitch 
over the lines with embroidery thread.

Finished? 
Fabulous!

Photo 2

Photo 1

Sample with solid background
Danny’s Signature
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Square 
should 

measure 
1-inch

Template for large sphere
Te

mplate for small sphere
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Danny Amazonas’ exhibit, Freehand Patchwork, is on exhibit 
through October 15. He says “This exhibition of my quilts will 
help visitors understand how my artwork has developed through 
years of learning and finding new techniques.”

•	 Learn more quiltmuseum.org/visit/current-exhibits

Read all about it... The Quilter’s Spot blog is live on the museum’s 
homepage! This blog features more in-depth information about 
news, exhibits, education programs, and happenings about the 
museum. Everyone is invited to check back frequently for new posts.

•	 Read our blog quiltmuseum.org/the-quilters-spot

If you have quilting supplies, extra fabric, or even finished quilts 
that need a good home, please consider donating them to us. 
Each April we have an annual live auction, and we host silent 
auctions throughout the year. Donations are accepted year-round 
and are tax-deductible.

•	 How to donate quiltmuseum.org/quilts-for-quilting

There are several ways to make a financial contribution in support 
of the quilt museum. For anyone over 70 ½, a particularly relevant 
option is donating your IRA required distribution to a non-profit. 
Visit our site to learn more about IRA rollovers, endowments, and 
other chartitable gifts.

•	 Plan a financial gift quiltmuseum.org/planmygift

Exhibit

Auction

Blog

Support

National Quilt Museum Updates

https://quiltmuseum.org/visit/current-exhibits/
https://quiltmuseum.org/quilts-for-quilting/
https://quiltmuseum.org/the-quilters-spot/
https://quiltmuseum.org/planmygift/

