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Becky Glasby is a self-taught quilter who turned 
her love of quilting from a personal hobby into a 
professional career when she moved to Paducah to 
start working at the National Quilt Museum as the 
Director of Education.

At the museum Becky works to inspire the next 
generation of quilters and promote the art of 
quilting through: youth & adult tours, hands-on 
programs, off-site visits, community collaborations, 
the Block of the Month Club program, and 
coordinating the annual School Block Challenge for 
students across the country.

Becky enjoys sharing her love of quilting with 
everyone she meets, and loves encouraging 
creativity in other quilters.

Featured Artist: Becky Glasby

Becky Glasby

Becky's Website: 
https://bumblebzs.blogspot.com 

Becky's Instagram:  
https://www.instagram.com/bumblybzs
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Inspiration: Broderie Perse Quilts

This month we’ll be creating a Broderie perse inspired design. Broderie perse is a style of 
appliqué dating back into the 1700s, where larger motifs are cut out of one fabric, and then 
rearranged to create new scenes or groupings on a new background. 

Several quilts in the Museum’s collection use this method of appliqué, including Traditional 
Bouquet by Ludmila Uspenskaya and Somewhere In Time by Marjorie Haight Lydecker.

Quilt: Somewhere In Time 
by Marjorie Haight Lydecker

Quilt: Traditional Bouquet 
by Ludmila Uspenskaya
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Sample Block

Sample by:  Becky Glasby

Supplies:
•	 Background Fabric - 13” square
•	 Variety of fabrics with motifs
•	 Sharp Scissors
•	 Tweezers 

•	 Fusible Stabilizer/interfacing
•	 Coordinating threads to the fabrics
•	 Optional: hand embroidery thread & needle
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1.	 Add your stabilizer to the back of the 
background square. I used a lightweight 
fusible interfacing to add stability (Photo 
1). 
 
TIP: Choose a background fabric that will 
allow your cutout shapes to blend in, ie: I 
used a dark blue background square since 
most of my cut out pieces had a darker 
background. If most of your motifs are 
on fabrics with a white background, use a 
white fabric for the background square. 

Photo 1
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Photo 2

Photo 3

Photo 4

2.	 Carefully cut out your motifs from your 
fabrics (Photos 2 - 4). If you plan to needle 
turn hand appliqué, be sure to leave some 
room to turn your edges.  
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Photo 5

Photo 6

3.	 Arrange your cutout shapes into a crescent 
shape on your background square (Photo 
5). Tweezers come in handy for placing 
smaller pieces more precisely. 
 
TIP: Add a few pins if needed to hold 
shapes in place before stitching them 
down, or use a small amount of basting 
glue/Elmer’s gluestick to tack the shapes in 
place. 

4.	 Using your stitch of choice, stitch around 
the edges of all of the motifs with a 
coordinating color thread. I started with 
the larger shapes first, then moved to the 
smaller pieces. I used a straight stitch just 
inside the edge of each shape. You could 
also use a small zig-zag or buttonhole stitch 
(Photo 6). 
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Photo 8

5.	 Add some hand embroidery to embellish or 
enhance the shapes as desired. I chose to 
add some French knots, seed stitches, and 
straight stitching to highlight some of the 
flowers (Photo 7).  
 
Note: This step can also be done after the 
entire quilt is assembled and quilted. 

6.	 Trim the whole square to 12 ½” x 12 ½” 
(Photo 8).

Finished?
Fantastic!

Photo 7


